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against a general and not a guerilla chief. In little
more than a week Henry was again in the saddle,
harassing the advance of the Leaguers, cutting off
their parties and beating up their quarters. On
February i/th he attacked their camp by night, carry-
ing off much booty and many prisoners. Among
the latter the Count of Chaligny, a prince of the
House of Lorraine, was captured by Chicot, the
Court jester, a Gascon of sense and courage as \vell
as of merry wit. u Here, Henriot/' he said, bringing
his prize to the King, " is a present for you/' The
Count, enraged at the tone and quality of his captor,
struck him so violently on the head with the pommel
of his sword that Chicot never jested again.

The King's energy so delayed the advance of
Parma, that it was not till the end of February that
he found himself within striking distance of Rouen.
But Biron, instead of pressing the siege with energy,
had allowed himself to be surprised by Villars in
a furious sally on February 24th. The Royal-
ists lost 800 men, their ammunition and mines
were destroyed, their batteries overthrown, and
many of the guns triumphantly dragged into the
town. The old Marshal himself was wounded.
Parma might have now entered Rouen, but Villars
and Mayenne were so elated, that they trusted to
hold the town without the assistance of a Spanish
garrison. More than one intercepted despatch of
Mendoza and Tassis had been forwarded to Mayenne
by Henry IV., and their contents had increased the
fear and suspicion with which he regarded his allies.
This jealousy of Parma perhaps counterbalanced